Genetic testing of children for familial cancers: a comparative legal perspective on consent, communication of information and confidentiality.
Genetic testing of children is the subject of ethical and legal debate. On the one hand, the literature emphasises the personal interests and rights of the individual child. On the other, the interests of the parents and the family as a whole are discussed. English law relies by and large on a patient-centred approach where the child has some say about his/her medical care. The view reflected in Anglo-American guidelines, more specifically, is that testing is potentially harmful and may compromise the child's autonomy and confidentiality. This explains the reluctance to submit children to predictive genetic testing. An analysis of Israeli law, however, reflects a different approach, where the benefit to the child is defined more widely. This accords with the general communitarian position adopted by Israeli law, a legal position that reflects the duality of Israeli society in simultaneously promoting both fundamental human rights and family ethics. In practice, however, there may be little difference, as children in both jurisdictions have access to similar genetic services.